Unchanging trend of adenocarcinoma of the esophagus and gastric cardia in Taiwan: a 15-year experience in a single center.
Chronic gastroesophageal reflux disease is closely associated with esophageal adenocarcinoma and gastric cardia carcinoma, and esophageal adenocarcinoma and gastric cardia carcinoma have both been increasing in Western countries recently. Gastroesophageal reflux disease is not rare in Taiwan, but the frequency of occurrence of esophageal adenocarcinoma or gastric cardia carcinoma has not been studied here to date. Patients diagnosed with esophageal and gastric cancers at this hospital between 1981 and 1995 were recruited using the hospital tumor registry database. There were 45, 1546, 970, and 4167 patients diagnosed with esophageal adenocarcinoma, esophageal squamous cell carcinoma, gastric cardia carcinoma, and gastric noncardia adenocarcinoma, respectively. The ratios of esophageal adenocarcinoma versus esophageal squamous cell carcinoma among the three cohorts were 0.030, 0.016, and 0.041, respectively (trend, P = 0.086). The corresponding values for gastric cardia carcinoma versus gastric noncardia adenocarcinoma were 0.252, 0.232, and 0.218, respectively (trend, P = 0.256). The ratios of esophageal adenocarcinoma versus esophageal squamous cell carcinoma and of gastric cardia carcinoma versus gastric noncardia adenocarcinoma have not risen in the three cohorts. Unlike the situation in Western countries, the incidence of esophageal adenocarcinoma and gastric cardia carcinoma versus esophageal squamous cell carcinoma and gastric noncardia adenocarcinoma have not increased over the past 15 years among the Chinese in Taiwan. Although gastroesophageal reflux disease is common here, its definite pathogenesis leading to esophageal adenocarcinoma or gastric cardia carcinoma remains unresolved.